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aery  of  examination  of  LHNL3T0  SIIX  JS ,  aged  29  years,  bcrn  c.t  ~  -1' '  . 

-orteguese  Timor,  a  Portugese  subject,  a  driver  and  now  residing  in 
DILL.  ,  .ortugene  Timor,  being  duly  sworn  states i-| 

I  ax  unable  to  give  any  information  regarding  the  murders  by  the 
Japanese  of  Lustralians  in  DILLI  or  elsewhere. 

About  September  1942  all  Portugese  troo  s  wer 9  concentrated  around 
the  town  of  AILEU.  I  1733  a  Portugese  soldier  at  the  time. 

L About  15th  September  1942  the  Japanese  troops  came  to  AILBU  and  from 
then  on  the  Portugese  troops  were  stationed  in  special  quarters  inside 
-tlLSU.  w'hen  the  Japanese  cane  to  AIL2U  they  stopped  us  from  patrolling 
the  surrounding  area  and  the  Japanese  ordered  the  Portugese  troops  to 
stay  in  AILJUwh’le  they  took  over  the  patrolling. 

Although  they  ordered  us  to  stay  in  the  town  the;'  expressed  their 
friendliness  to  us,  saying  they  wished  to  l.el  us.  Till  then  the 
Japanese  used  to  pass  through  «IL3U  and  only  remained  at  the  most  a  day, 
but  on  this  occasion  they  stayed  four  or  five  days.  The  day  before  the 
attack  was  made  on  .PEL-JU  the  Japanese  were  especi  lly  friendly  and  dis¬ 
tributed  cigarettes  and  gifts  amongst  the  Portugese  troops. 

On  the  night  before  the  attack  I  was  on  duty  at  my  house  when  I  heard 
some  noise  outside  the  house  whore  T  and  another  ninety  Portugese  soldiers 
were  quartered.  I  thought  it  was  the  noise  of  horses  moving  about  so  I 
went  and  asked  the  man  in  charge  of  the  horses  but  he  told  me  that  all 
the  horses  were  inside.  I  then  opened  the  door  and  looked  outside  but 
could  see  nothing,  '.'hen  I  went  away  from  the  door  a  grenade  came  inside 
the  quarters  and  killed  two  horses  near  the  door.  I  rushed  to  the  other 
Portugese  soldiers  and  told  them  to  be  ready  for  an  attack.  '.',11116  wait¬ 
ing  for  orders  from  our  Commander  I  saw  a  group  of  men  outside  the  door. 

Pirst  Sergeant  1  PUTINS  ashed  "Nho's  there”  and  the  answer  was  "Nippon". 

First  Sergeant  liARTIIIS  then  3aid ,  that  if  they  were  Nippon  they  could  come 
inside.  .'hen  the  men  entered  we  saw  that  they  were  Blac’:  Troops  of  the 
Japanese.  .rhen  First  Sergeant  U.RTIN3  assumed  an  offensive  attitude  with 
his  gun  the  Black  Troops  ran  away .  Then  the  fighting  commenced.  From 
six  points  I  could  hear  the  noise  of  machine-guns  firing  and  from  one  side 
several  mortars  '..'ere  shelling  us.  There  was  also  lots  of  rifle  fire  and 
man;''  grenades  thrown. 

It  was  about  throe  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  too  dark  to  distinguish 
the  people  firing  the  mortars  and  machine-guns.  As  I  have  never  seen  any 
natives  handling  mortars  I  was  sure  that  the  Japanese  were  attacking  us.  The 
mortar  bombs  fell  and  burst  in  our  quarters  and  it  was  most  accurate  fire. 

Suddenly  in  the  midst  of  the  attack  I  saw  large  numbers  of  native  troops 
advancing  on  the  quarters  so  I  hid  in  the  underground  cellar.  From  a  girl 
who  actually  saw  it  ha, pen,  I  was  told  that  my  brother- in-law  and  another 
Portugese  soldier  ware  captured  and  taken  outside  by  the  Black  Troops  and 
shot. 

From  where  I  "as  hiding  I  could  see  through  a  hole  Japanese  troops  mov¬ 
ing  around.  Then  about  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  heard  the  native 
Black  Troops  shouting  out  tc  the  Japanese  th"t  the  white  men  were  all 
finished.  The  Japanese  then  sent  the  native  troops  away  and  made  an  in¬ 
spection  of  buildings  to  see  if  there  we re  any  white  men  left. 

A  few  of  the  Portugese  soldiers  were  able  to  escape,  but  some  others 
were  killed,  among  which,  was  our  Commander,  Capt.  F7R3IRA  da  COSTA  and 
his  wife.  Secretary  0CUV3IA  L3TT3,  the  Clerk  of  the  Judge,  AFONSO  and 
Doctor  PDDRGSO  .J 

After  the  attack  First  Sergeant  MARTINS  and  my  brother  came  out  of  hiding 
and  when  the  Japanese  Ccmmander  saw  them  he  expressed  surprise  that  there 
were  some  whites  left.  Then  all  people  w ho  were  hiding  were  ordered  to  come 
out  and  the  Japanese  formed  them  up  in  a  line.  I  v/as  amon^t  this  lot.  The 
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Interpreter  of  the  Ja.anese  told  us  that  the  natives  had  been  very  bad 
and  uere  dangerous  to  our  safety  and  the  Japanese  offered  their  orotection 
against  then. 


The  Japanese  toolc  a  Portugese  machine-gun  from  one  of  the  Portugese 
soldiers  and  examined  it  to  see  if  it  had  been  used.  Tney  then  opened  fire 
\.ith  it  towards  the  river  in  which  their  own  native  troops  were  camped. 


•  e  ..ere  taken  bei ore  the  Japanese  High  Commander  where  we  were  asked 
if  we  were  wounded  and  if  we  needed  treatment.  e  had  to  stay  in  the 
hospital  when  we  were  brought  to  LILLI  and  were  not  allowed  to  leave  it. 
-fter  four  lays  we  were  interned  in  the  internment  camp  at  LI VUICA. 

Captain  IvIURIYAIL'.  was  the  Japanese  officer  in  charge  of  the  Japanese 
troops  around  .PTLri.  at  the  time.  The  attack  took  place  on  1st  October  19420 


A 


,  /s/  Crnesto  Sinoen 
i  Signature  of  Deponent 

Certif icat g__of.  dhternretep 

I,  GIL  *JRRIERiif  certify  that  I  duly  translated  the  above  summery  to  the 
witness  in  nis  own  language,  prior  to  his  signature  which  appears  above. 


-  /s/  Gil  Ferreira 

Interpreter 

Taken  and  Sworn  before  me  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  June,  nineteen  hundred 
and  forPy-six,  at  DILLI,  x-ORTUGESP  TIMOR . 

/ 3/  N.  F.  aujntcn  I!ajor 

Australian  Military  Forces 

and 

/s/  C.  N.  P0f  Cant. 

IT. 2, 1,  ARTY 

/s/  (Illegible)  ( 

Intendente,  xCRTUGSSS  TLLR  ; 
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